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Dealing with the Virus 
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By Master Vaughn 

 Since we first got the word on the 
coronavirus, our studio has experienced 
substantial challenging problems to 
overcome.  It is very heartening for me to see 
how our instructors, students, and parents 
have stepped up to help overcome those 
hurdles. 

 Using social media, the instructors 
did not miss a beat in getting out to our 

students.  Back in March, we started by 
broadcasting Facebook Live sessions.  We 
had five classes a week.  Now we also have 
some in-person classes and have added the 
Saturday class held outside at the Freedoms 
Foundation. 

 Many students have been very 
dedicated to their training, attending the 
broadcast sessions as well as Freedoms 
Foundation outdoor lessons and in-studio 
classes.  Our parents have been nothing less 
than outstanding in supporting our efforts, 
delivering their karateka to their classes for 
us to educate. 

 One of the beauties of martial art is 
the brotherhood/sisterhood, which is built up 
through training and in having Tang Soo Do 
become a part of the practitioner’s lifestyle.  
The spirit of can-do, and the grit shown by 
adapting and overcoming whatever the 
difficulty may be, becomes part of the 
practitioner’s lifestyle. 

 We still have a ways to go yet, but I 
am confident that our Dojang will still be 
standing after this pandemic is defeated. 

 I am sure you can imagine how difficult 
it is to be homeless in the middle of a 
pandemic.  For 20 years, our Dojang has 
generously donated thousands of items to 
the homeless in Philadelphia through the 
Bethesda Project.  We are asking you again 
this year, if you are able, to donate the 
following items: 
 Men’s coats (sizes M - XXL) 
 Hand/body/foot warmers 
 Sweatshirts, pants, and shoes (sizes M-

XXL) 
 Thermal underwear (sizes M-XXL) 

 Through our Tang Soo Do training, we 
have learned the values of being a better 

person and helping those in need in our 
community.  Now is an opportunity to do just 
that. 
 Please start to bring your items to the 
Dojang shortly before or during classes on 
Tuesday or Thursday nights, or on Saturday 
mornings. If you prefer to give a cash 
donation, that is fine.  Master Altiere will 
purchase the items; any amount is 
appreciated. 
 Your donations will 
be delivered to the 
Bethesda Project around 
Dec. 15th.  Thank you 
again for your generosity 
by caring for the poor. 

Holiday Bethesda Project 

By Master Altiere 
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 Sunim Kookjae Sah Bum Nim (Senior 
International Master Instructor) Vaughn’s 
path of instruction in Tang Soo Do began 
on October 20, 1970.  As such, he has 
over fifty years of training and experience 
in the martial arts.  Master Vaughn had 
returned from a Tour of Duty in Viet Nam 
and was looking for solace.  He had been 
a staff sergeant in the Long Range Patrol, 
C Company Ranger of the 75th Infantry, 
Airborne.  When he returned to the United 
States and his home in Phillipsburg, 
Pennsylvania, he was looking for more 
peaceful endeavors.  Master Vaughn’s 
first instructor in Tang Soo Do was Master 
Michael White, who was a new Cho Dan 
at the time.  Master Vaughn achieved his 
Cho Dan, first degree Black Belt in 1974 
and began to teach at the Phillipsburg 
YMCA.  From there he moved to the State 
College, PA YMCA to grow and develop a 
Tang Soo Do program there.  
Undoubtedly, it is these beginnings that 
caused Master Vaughn to remain devoted 
to the delivery of quality martial arts 
instruction in YMCA programs in 
Pennsylvania. 

 Master Vaughn eventually turned 
over the State College YMCA instruction 
to Tang Soo Do colleagues so that he 
could begin the Penn State Martial Arts 
Group on the main campus of Penn State.  
It was the contacts he made in the early 
stages of the Penn State Martial Arts 
Group that permitted him to play an 
instrumental role in establishing the World 
Tang Soo Do Association’s first 
delegation trip to China and the Shaolin 

Temple in 1984.  After turning over the 
Penn State Martial Arts Group program to 
Master Michael Kaye in 1989, Master 
Vaughn trained at the Shin Karate Studio 
in Philadelphia and opened the Vaughn’s 
Dojang Tang Soo Do programs at the 
Phoenixville and Pottstown YMCAs.  In 
August 1998, Master Vaughn achieved a 
lifelong dream when he opened his first 
full-time commercial studio in the 
Audubon Village Shopping Center, the 
current home and headquarters of 
Vaughn’s Dojang. 

 Since starting Vaughn’s Dojang in the 
Phoenixville area in the 1980’s, Master 
Vaughn has produced over two hundred 
and fifty Black Belt practitioners in Tang 
Soo Do.  The Vaughn’s Dojang studio and 
programs currently have close to two 
hundred active students.  We have heard 
Master Vaughn say many times that he 
does not produce Black Belts for himself, 
but he is motivated instead by watching 
students discover the hidden warrior 
inside, by seeing the positive change that 
comes about, and by being able to turn 
his Black Belt practitioners over to his 
instructor, Kwan Chang Nim, 
Grandmaster Shin, who passed away in 
2012. 

 One does not have to spend much 
time at all in Vaughn’s Dojang to realize 
that Master Vaughn prizes service to 
others and service to the community.  In 
addition to his commitment to YMCAs, he 
and the Dojang have a longstanding 
association with the Freedoms 

Foundation in Valley 
Forge.  Every year 
there are numerous 
fundraising and 
charitable drives that 
the Dojang 
undertakes including 
donations to the 
Bethesda Project for 
the homeless; Red 
Cross blood 
donation drives; and 
packages to troops 
on assignment.  
Master Vaughn has 
also provided many 
self-defense 
programs for various 

community groups, churches, and 
schools.  Vaughn’s Dojang created one of 
the first Tang Soo Do special needs 
classes in the World Tang Soo Do 
Association.  Just as important, the 
atmosphere, the activities, the fellowship, 
and the fraternity within the Dojang are 
great resources for all of the students, 
instructors, and extended family 
members. 

 Master Vaughn is married to Sharon 
Vaughn (also a Cho Dan), who is not only 
a tremendous support and inspiration but 
who also provides many of the behind-
the-scenes services that keep the Dojang 
running smoothly.  Master Vaughn likes to 
refer to his children Prudence, Melanie, 
Melinda, Brandon, and Molly as his “real 
trophies.”  His favorite scripture is John 
3:17 and he believes that “what goes 
around, comes around” and that 
everything we say or do is recorded and 
that one day we will be accountable for 
our words and deeds. 

 I am proud to have had the 
opportunity to “introduce” my Sunim 
Kookjae Sah Bum Nim to the rest of the 
Dojang through this article.  I have spent 
most of my life in the education field as a 
student and as a professional.  I have 
known and worked with countless 
teachers and educators.  In my view, and 
from my experience, Master Vaughn is a 
gifted and natural teacher which is the 
true interpretation of Sah Bum Nim.  He 
instinctively knows how to give the lesson.  
To learn the lesson, you only have to 
open yourself to it.  To develop the skills 
and the proper attitude, you only have to 
pay attention, persist and work hard. Tang 
Soo! 

Profile of Sunim Kookjae Sah Bum Nim Chuck Vaughn 

Happy 50th TSD Anniversary, Master Vaughn! 

By David T. Painter, Sah Dan Master  
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Testing Your Knowledge 

By Scott Thompson, Sam Dan 

 The Black Belt test on July 25 was 
hard, as usual, but there were a few things 
that were different compared to last time’s 
test.  We still had to submit our 1000-word 
essay, but the written test was different.  
Unlike usual where you took the test one 
hour prior to the physical test, we had to 
take it on another day, about two weeks 
before the physical test.  It was still an hour 
long, but, as you can guess, like many 
other things these days, it was online. 

 Things were also weird in the physical 
portion.  For example, this time we didn’t 
have breaking, sparring, self-defense or 
breakfalls.  Now you might think that 
without all of these, the test would be so 
easy, but no, you would be wrong.  Even 
without all these things, the test makes you 
work extremely hard.  Now like I said, 
things were different.  Other than the things 
that we didn’t do, there were a couple 
things that we had to change.  For 
example, the test was taken at a studio 
instead of the high school.  The floor of the 
dojang was covered with stickers.  Every 

student would get the space between two 
dots.  They gave us a mask break for two 
minutes every 30 minutes.  It was also a 
little weird seeing some Cho Dan Bos that 
you saw in the tournament last time, and 
then this time you can only see half 
their face. 

 The test is a little scary, but once 
you are prepared, you just have to go 
in there and give it your all.  I ended 
up being the first one in the front row.  
I was shocked and scared, but once 
the test started, I realized it wasn’t 
about whether you are in the front, 
back, or middle, the judges look at 
you the same.  There is no such thing 
as if you’re in the front the judges will 
look at you the whole time, and there 
is no such thing that if you're in the 
back, the judges never look at you. 

 When you leave that test, you 
should feel confident that you tried 
your best and gave it your all.  It is 
difficult, but after the test you feel like 
you accomplished something big.  

You feel proud of yourself.  All the sweat is 
worth it when you finally get your Black 
Belt. 

TANG SOO! 

Black-Belt Testing During COVID-19 

By Anoushka Yadav, Cho Dan 

1. Tang Soo Do originated in... 

a. China b. Japan c. Korea d. Okinawa 

2. The word “DO” in Tang Soo Do means… 

a. Art or way of life b. Hand c. Self-defense d. Punch or Strike 

3. In the Korean flag, the symbol with the three broken bars represents… 

a. Heaven b. Fire c. Water d. Earth 

4. Tang Soo Do code #2 is… 

a. Honor Friendship b. Obedience to Parents c. Loyalty to Country d. No retreat in battle 

5. The Silla Kingdom was located in the _____ part of Korea. 

a. Northern b. Southwestern c. Eastern d. Southeastern 

6. The kick in Pyung Ahn Sam Dan is… 

a. Ahp Cha Ki b. Yup Cha Ki c. Tollyo Cha Ki d. Phakeso Ahnu Ro Cha Ki 

7. The first complete martial arts book is called… 

a. The Art of War b. Code of the Samurai c. Mooyae Dobo Tongji d. Fighting for Honor 

8. The monk who originated the Five Codes of Tang Soo Do was... 

a. Wang Kun b. Won Kwang c. Hwang Kee d. Unknown 

9. The World Tang Soo Do Association’s charter convention was held in the city of… 

a. Philadelphia, PA b. Burlington, NJ  c. Burlington, NC d. Seoul, Korea 

10. Grandmaster Shin’s first instructor and the founder of Moo Duk Kwan was… 

a. Hwang Kee b. Master Idos c. Hang Jung d. Wang Kun 

 Answers: 1.  c 2.  a 3.  d 4.  b 5.  d 6.  d 7.  c 8.  b 9.  a 10.  a 
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 This year's Halloween Party was a bit 
different due to the pandemic and was 
largely limited to training in costume.  
Approximately 50 students, split between 
two training sessions, enjoyed training at 
the studio this year.  The students trained 
in costume with Master Vaughn providing 
a special staff session for the Black Belts.  
At the end of the sessions, the students 
were given a small bag of Halloween 
candy to enjoy. 

 The winners of the best costume 
contest were one of our brand-new white 
belts, Isabelle Voight, as a witch; Ryan Bell 
as a lifeguard being eaten by a shark; Mr. 
Sahu as a zombie; and Sparsh Kumar as 
Harry Potter.  Congratulations to all of the 
winners! 

Halloween Party 

By Rick Braun, Sam Dan 
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Following Governor Wolf’s direc ve, we closed the studio on March 13 and began our alternate programs.  As you 

can see from the following sta s cs—as of October 10—the past seven months have been quite ac ve! 

Timeline 

 First Bulle n published on March 13 

 Vaughn’s Dojang Students & Families private Facebook group launched March 25 

 Facebook‐Live training sessions began March 31 

 PayPal billing began April 23 

 Virtual Hobby Day launched May 4 

 Winners of the virtual hyung contest announced June 1 

 First outdoor class at Freedoms Founda on held June 13 

 First in‐studio class held on July 5 

 

Sta s cs 

 Vaughn’s update bulle ns issued – 40 + a few special interim bulle ns 

 Facebook Live sessions – 141 

 Average a endance at Tues/Thurs FB Live sessions – 60% 

 Outdoor classes at Freedoms Founda on – 17 

 Average a endance at outdoor classes – 50 students 

 In‐studio classes – 26 

 Average a endance at in‐studio classes – 11 

 Zoom sessions:  Class mee ngs and instruc onal sessions (one‐on‐one or small group) – 243 

 Class challenges – 12 

 Number of Gup student promo ons – 58 

 Number of new Black Belts from rescheduled Spring test – 5 

 Number of Black Belt promo ons from the Fall test – 4 

Some Timeline and Studio Statistics during the Pandemic 

Compiled by Master Rosenkrans  
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Tang Soo Do Maze of Perseverance 
By Teresa Otto, E Dan 

 

Persevere your way through the maze.  Don’t give up if you hit a dead end; 
keep trying! 
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To the following February Spirit Belt recipients: 

To Our Newest Cho Dan Bos: 
(Since the February Newsletter) 

Sparsh Kumar     Anushka Nair     Keshav Panchal     Varun Parakala     Saanvi Prasad     Aradhana Sahu     Ava Siegel 

Shaurya Tandon     Jahnavi Vatsal     Vaishnavi Vatsal 

Audubon Dojang Ryan Bell    Phalith Moza 

Phoenixville YMCA Naitik Chaudhary 

And to the following new and recently promoted Black Belts 
from the Spring and Fall cycles: 

 Cho Dan E Dan 

 Jeffrey Fan Krisha Shinde 

 Anthony Hoang  

 Ajay Mohanraj 

 Phalith Moza 

 Abhiram Reddy 

 Arjun Reddy 

 Viplav Singhal 

 Anoushka Yadav 
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